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DPS Lights On After School Program Having Strong Impact on 
Student Attendance & Performance
DENVER, September 25, 2010 – Quality after-school programs in Denver Public Schools improve school attendance, positively affect academic performance, and decrease dropout rates for students who participate. 

The Denver Lights On After School (LOAS) partnership (among the Denver Public Schools (DPS) Foundation, Mile High United Way, and the City and County of Denver) provides funding to ensure that these quality, school-based after-school programs are sustained, and that our students are engaged, safe and enriching their learning experience in the critical 3 p.m. – 6 p.m. hours. These programs provide a tremendous service for DPS students, families, and communities throughout Denver. 

The LOAS partnership will host an “after-school open house” at Cole Arts & Science Academy on Wednesday, September 29 from 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. The event offers an opportunity to experience the impact of quality after-school programs at the source, and to hear testimonials directly from students, providers, and parents.  
“There is no question that quality after-school programs play a critical role in Denver Public Schools,” says Superintendent Tom Boasberg. “Our students who participate in after-school programs have better attendance, higher performance, and lower dropout rates than those who do not.” 
The event kicks off at 4 p.m. with formal remarks from Superintendent Tom Boasberg, Mi Casa executive director Christine Marquez-Hudson, and Maria Guajardo, executive director of the Mayor's Office of Education and Children.
Following the brief formal presentation, guests will have an opportunity to tour classrooms and interact with students and providers in the natural after-school environment. Activities include hip-hop dance class, athletics, computer labs, nutritional education classes and more.  

“Sometimes in the sea of DPS’ 78,000 students and 160 schools, it’s easy for the impact of individual stories of success to go unnoticed,” says Kristin Colon, president of the DPS Foundation. “This event provides an opportunity for our community to see one of its greatest assets – the care and enriched engagement of our students in the critical after-school hours – brought to life and to see the impact first hand.”
“(After-school programs at Cole) are a big part of why my kids know they will go to college one day,” says Mary Lopo-Jones, whose four children are enrolled in Cole’s after-school programs. “The program allows me to finish my own schooling to be a role model for my kids and it exposes them to people and experiences that reinforce options they have in life too.  I just cannot thank the program enough for caring about my kids, and helping me take care of them.”  
WHAT:
Lights On After School Open House 
WHO:

DPS Students, Teachers, Parents and Supports of LOAS Initiatives 


Supt. Tom Boasberg

WHERE:
Cole Arts & Science Academy 


3240 Humboldt Street 
WHEN:
Wednesday, September 29 at 4:00 p.m. 
About the Lights On After School Initiative
The LOAS partnership was formed in 2003 to support and expand quality school-based after-school programs. The partnership’s vision is to provide strength-based after-school programs at every DPS elementary and middle school. LOAS seeks to make efficient use of resources, promote high quality, and offer training to after-school staff. Funding is allocated through a competitive grant process open to all DPS elementary and middle schools. Since its inception, the initiative has raised more than $6 million in funding for DPS after-school programs. 

About the Denver Public Schools Foundation
The DPS Foundation raises and manages funds in support of various programs that drive student achievement including resources for teachers and classrooms, after-school tutoring and enrichment programs, and leadership development and mentoring.  Through strategic program investments and community leadership, we support Denver Public Schools in creating a district where outstanding educational achievements are the norm and all children have hope of a great future.  For more information or to support the Denver Public Schools Foundation, visit www.dpsfoundation.org.
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